 			  


NEWS RELEASE


BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS RECIEVES $250,000, MULTI-YEAR 
GIFT FROM COBANK

Commitment Aims to Spur Giving by Corporate, Individual Donors


DENVER (February 17, 2011) – Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado, the oldest and largest youth mentoring program in the state, today announced that it has received a $250,000, multi-year commitment from CoBank, a leading cooperative bank serving agribusinesses and rural infrastructure providers throughout the United States. 

The investment will be made over five years. An initial installment of $50,000 has already been paid and the remaining $200,000 will be set aside for matching grants.

“We are truly grateful for this generous investment from CoBank,” said Dave Stalls, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado’s president and CEO. “The needs in this state are great – more than 35,000 school-age children in Denver and Colorado Springs live in low-income, single-parent homes, and more than one-third of the children we serve have an incarcerated parent. This significant gift from CoBank will play an important role in giving Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado the financial foundation needed to continue mentoring this population and empowering them toward a brighter future.”

In 2011, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado estimates it will support more than 2,040 one-on-one youth mentoring relationships in the Denver and Pikes Peak region. The donation from CoBank will go directly toward the organization’s efforts to recruit and train volunteer mentors who are matched with children between the ages of 7-12 who come from low-income, single-parent homes. Children involved in a positive mentoring relationship are more likely to have greater self-esteem, improved academic performance, better relationships with family and peers, and avoid negative behaviors.

“CoBank is extremely proud to support Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado,” CoBank Chief Credit Officer Lori O’Flaherty said. “We’re committed to making a difference in the communities where our employees and customers live and work, and CoBank is partnering with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado because of the organization’s proven track record of improving the lives of Colorado’s children.”

CoBank and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado have a longstanding relationship. O’Flaherty sits on the organization’s board of directors, and CoBank employees have historically supported the charity with individual donations and by serving as mentors.

“I’ve seen first hand the difference that a mentor can make in the life of a child,” O’Flaherty said. “It’s my hope that this expanded partnership between CoBank and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado will encourage other companies to also support this important charity and make an investment in Colorado’s most vital resource – our children.”

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado receives the gift as part of CoBank’s Corporate Giving Program, which in 2010 gave more than $1.3 million to charitable organizations in Colorado and across the nation. CoBank is the largest financial institution headquartered in Colorado, employing more than 500 people at its Greenwood Village office.

About CoBank

CoBank is a $60 billion cooperative bank serving vital industries across rural America. The bank provides loans, leases, export financing and other financial services to agribusinesses and rural power, water and communications providers in all 50 states.

CoBank is a member of the Farm Credit System, a nationwide network of banks and retail lending associations chartered to support the borrowing needs of U.S. agriculture and the nation's rural economy. In addition to serving its direct retail borrowers, the bank also provides wholesale loans and other financial services to affiliated Farm Credit associations and other partners across the country.

Headquartered outside Denver, Colorado, CoBank serves customers from regional banking centers across the U.S. and also maintains an international representative office in Singapore. For more information about CoBank, visit the bank's web site at www.cobank.com. 


About Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado

Big Brothers Big Sisters has served at-risk youth in Colorado since 1918.  The organization’s mission is to help children reach their full potential through professionally supported one-to-one volunteer mentoring relationships with measurable impact. To learn more about Big Brothers Big Sisters, to donate or to volunteer, please visit us on the web www.BigLittleColorado.org.
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