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$250,000 is Awarded to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado to Support Children with Incarcerated Parents 

November 9, 2010, Denver – Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado, Inc. (Big Brothers Big Sisters), the oldest and largest youth mentoring organization in the state, is pleased to announce it has been awarded a $250,000 grant through the Mentoring Children of Prisoners program (MCP) to support the children that Big Brothers Big Sisters serves who have a parent who is incarcerated. This grant is part of a multi-year award of $250,000 each year for three years to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado starting in 2010. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado is the only Colorado entity to receive funding this year and is one of 27 Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies across the country to receive this funding.
There are over 19,000 children who have an incarcerated parent in metro Denver and Colorado Springs. These areas include Colorado’s three largest cities, Denver, Colorado Springs and Aurora which make up 67% of the new state prison admissions last year and 69% of the children living in poverty in the state.  With the numbers of incarcerated adults increasing every year, the need for this program is substantial. 
“Mentoring children with incarcerated parents is a significant part of our services. With one-third of the children that we serve having a parent in prison, Big Brothers Big Sisters continues to find ways to offer significant outcomes for them while providing one-to-one mentoring. With this MCP grant, we can continue to enrich young people’s lives through positive role models and new experiences” said Dave Stalls, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado’s President & CEO.  

With this grant, Big Brothers Big Sisters will establish 350 new one-to-one mentoring relationships between children of incarcerated parents and volunteer mentors in the Relationships Expanding a Child’s Horizons (REACH) Mentoring program over the three-year project period. Big Brothers Big Sisters will target youth who have an incarcerated parent, who are ages 7-12 and who live in low-income households in metro Denver and Colorado Springs. With Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring, these children can expect significant outcomes: an increased sense of hope for their futures, better relationships with their families and peers, improved school performance, and a decreased likelihood to engage in risky and delinquent behaviors.
Big Brothers Big Sisters has served at-risk youth in Colorado since 1918.  Our mission is to help children reach their full potential through professionally supported one-to-one volunteer mentoring relationships with measurable impact.  Big Brothers Big Sisters has been serving Colorado youth since 1918.  To learn more about Big Brothers Big Sisters, to donate or to volunteer, please visit us on the web www.BigLittleColorado.org or call 303.433.6002.
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